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INTRODUCTION
, whereas patas monkeys live in savannahs in large one-male groups (Hall, 1965a only on the pair of states i,j and the amount of time t that has been spent in i. For each pair of states i,j the distribu? tion of times between transitions can be described by the function F^t) specifying the probability that the animal will go from state i to state / at or before time t, given that he entered state i at time 0 and that state / is the next one he will occupy.
A system that can be described by the properties assumed in (i) and ( 6 For a lucid exposition of many fundamental theorems of semi-Markov processes, as well as a guide to the literature, see Ginsberg (1971 Ginsberg ( , 1972 .
7 When the Fif are all exponential and indepen? dent of j, the semi-Markov process reduces to a Markov process. According to Slatkin (personal com? munication), the distributions are not exponential for either cynocephalus baboons or geladas, but are close to it. 8In practice, beginning and terminating sample periods produces end effects. The method for treating these truncated intervals is given by Moore and Fyke (1968 
